
Maiden Rock 
(Mississippi River Legend) 

 
 Wenona was the beautiful daughter of Red Wing, a Dakota chief, whose village was on 
the banks of the Mississippi River. Many braves of the Dakota tribe came to woo this fair 
maiden. But Wenona had given her heart to a young Chippewa chief, White Eagle, whom she 
had met on the top of the great towering Mississippi River bluffs. 
 Her aged father would not listen to her pleadings for permission to wed this young 
lover. He was a member of an alien tribe whom the Dakota hated fiercely and with whom they 
were almost constantly at war. Red Wing said that he would rather kill his daughter than 
have her become the wife of a brave of the Chippewa nation. He promised to have his warriors 
track down and kill the Chippewa lover. He had selected for her husband, Chief Kewaunee, 
an old man of the Dakota Tribe. 
 White Eagle waited for Wenona on the top of the high bluff. Her father was arousing 
his warriors to hunt down the hated Chippewa. Wenona fled to warn him of his danger. White 
Eagle was overjoyed to see his loved one. She told him that she had pleaded with her father 
to be allowed to become his wife and had failed and that he was sending his warriors to 
kill him. Her father had betrothed her to Old Chief Kewaunee. 
 As White Eagle was entreating her to flee with him to his own people, the Dakota warriors 
had ascended the bluff and were surrounding the lovers. A deadly arrow shot by one of the 
Dakota warriors pierced the heart of White Eagle, and he fell at Wenona's feet. Gathering 
his body in her arms she held him while his lifeblood gushed away. Then Wenona went to the 
edge of the bluff, and before anyone could stop her she cast herself from its edge down 
to the rocks below. She preferred to go to the spirit world with her lover rather than share 
the wigwam of Kewaunee. 
 Her father, who really loved her, recovered her crushed body from the rocks. He mourned 
her loss until the end of his life. In remembrance of Wenona's sacrifice a bluff and a village 
on the Upper Mississippi today bear the name of Maiden Rock. 
 


